
OCCUPY BACKYARDS STATEMENT

Declaration of the Chicken Have More Plan
Enabling Local Food Security

Inspired by the Occupy Wall Street General Assembly Statement

REPRESENTING THE 99% OF THE CHICKENS IN 
THE WORLD, We hereby declare the Chicken Have More 
Plan, that employs family flocks to occupy backyards and 
enable individuals, communities and local governments to 
be more sustainable, and self-sufficient with food security.

As we gather together in solidarity to express a feeling of 
mass injustice, we must not lose sight of what brought us 
together. We write so that all local growers, family farm-
ers and backyard gardeners, who feel wronged by the corporate forces of the world can know that we, heritage 
chickens, are your allies.

As one flock, united, we acknowledge the reality: that the future of local sustainable agriculture requires the 
cooperation of humans, livestock, plants and Nature alike. 

That a democratic, healthy food supply system derives its just power from the vitality of regional and planetary 
ecosystems and soils. It is the peoples’ responsibility to protect ecosystems while cultivating, harvesting and 
consuming food borne of our planet. 

Our system must protect local rights to grow wholesome, healthy, non-GMO food, and upon corruption of that 
system, it is up to the individuals to protect their own rights, and those of their neighbors and future generations.

We understand that urban gardening, farm-yards and local growers are on the verge of a giant leap forward, ush-
ering in a new—and necessary—era of local and home food production that utilizes heirloom seeds and heritage 
livestock. We have peaceably assembled here, as is our right, to let these facts be known.

There is a Universal Right for people to grow (and rise) their own food. Hence: The Declaration of Local 
Foods Rights. We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all people have certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the right to grow one’s food in their yards—including chickens!

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 25 states “Everyone has the right to a standard of living for 
the health and well-being of himself and his family including food.....”

1. The Chicken Have More Plan can Provide Food Security for All. Folks can have a good meal of eggs and 
garden goods that only travel the short distance from backyards to nearby homes. Heritage chickens have valu-
able skill-sets that can be employed in local food production systems. Some of these “skill-sets” include produc-
tion of manure for fertilizer and compost, along with being mobile, earth-friendly herbiciders and pesticiders. 
And of course, local chickens provide eggs and meat that don’t have to travel 1,200 miles from feedlots, or be 
hatched, raised and processed in non-transparent, toxic-waste generating factory farms. 

2. Diverting Food and Yard “Waste” from Trash Collection. Chickens can divert biomass “wastes” such as 
kitchen scraps, leaves, grass clippings and other garden residuals into organic assets of fertilizer, compost, 
garden soil and eggs. Employ chickens as clucking civil service workers in our backyards and divert tons of 



residential “biomass wastes” from the trash collection system and transform them into 
compost and top soil, also called “black gold”; one of the most valuable commodities on 
the planet!

BIG TIME tax payer dollars can be saved from being spent on equipment, personnel, fuel, 
tipping fees and other costs associated with solid waste management streams, while pro-
tecting our environment from the pollution and despoliation of landfills. 

3. Decrease Oil Consumption and Oil Dependence. Commercial food systems cannot 
produce without oil. Over 17% of America’s oil is used in agricultural production and, about 25% of this oil is 
used for fertilizer. The total energy inputs for food production, processing, packaging, transporting and storing 
can be greater than the calories embodied in the food. It is estimated that every person in this country requires 
about one gallon of oil per day just to bring food to the table. How sustainable is that? Chickens, and their skill 
sets, can help America decrease the amount of oil used in feeding ourselves...and, at the same time, activating 
Nature’s regenerative cycle by returning nutrient-rich organic materials to the Earth, restoring life and fertility 
to our soils.

4. Emergency Preparedness. When disasters occur, local food can become a matter of life or death. Keeping 
local chickens is even more important in times of trouble. With family flocks, folks can still have a good meal of 
eggs or chicken stew. 

5.  National Defense. Whoever controls your food supply controls you. Food supply—or 
lack of it—has created and destroyed civilizations since time began. The Defense Depart-
ment has stated that America’s most vulnerable points are our food and water supplies. 
Local agriculture—rich with living soils, and modern day Victory Gardens—help keep 
America strong and secure.

How to Occupy Backyards and employ family flocks? City Chicks: Keeping Micro-Flocks of 
Chickens as Garden Helpers, Compost Creators, Bio-recyclers and Local Food Suppliers 
ushers in a new paradigm of how employ chickens in a variety of roles that help decrease 
carbon footprints, save tax payer dollars and support local food supply production. And all this is done in a way 
that is biologically sustainable, economically equitable, and serves you, your communities, our Earth and future 
generations of all beings.

To the people of our planet, this is: “The Cluck Heard Round the World”
.......and our slogan is: “Employ Chickens to Occupy Backyards and Declare Local Food Security”

We urge you to assert your power to claim food security. Exercise your right 
to peaceably grow your own food, repopulate family farms, and expand com-
munity supported agriculture. Save, and protect, heirloom seeds and heritage 
livestock. Help create solutions to produce healthy foods that are grown in liv-
ing soils. This, will in turn generate solutions for our health care crisis, environ-
mental pollution and the epidemics of nutritional poverty and hidden hunger in 
food deserts across the planet.

To all communities, in the spirit of direct democracy, take action and form 
groups, especially poultry and garden clubs to support, train and expand grow-
ing diversity in local food supply systems. Join us! Make your voices and 
clucks heard! Make your food supply secure, sustainable, regenerative, green, 
abundant and healthy! In Local Top Soil We Trust.



Two Hens in the Back Yard for Each Person in the House Will Keep a Family in Fresh Eggs
Even the smallest back yard had room for a flock large enough to supply the house with eggs. The cost of main-
taining such a flock is small. Table and kitchen waste provide much of the feed for the hens. They require little 
attention—only a few minutes a day. An interested child, old enough to take a little responsibility, can care for a 
few fowls as well as a grown person.
Every back yard in the United States should contribute its share to a bumper crop of poultry and eggs in 1918.

In Time of Peace a Profitable Recreation.
In Time of War a Patriotic Duty!






